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SFRS Statistics: Policies and Procedures for Official Statistics  

One of the principles of the UK Statistics Authority Code of Practice for Official Statistics is to publish “a 
Revisions Policy for those outputs that are subject to scheduled revisions” and where applicable, to “correct 
errors discovered in statistical reports, and alert stakeholders promptly”. 

This document sets out the principles used by SFRS when dealing with planned revisions and corrections to 
Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland, 2014-15, which presents fire and rescue incident statistics for Scotland.  
It should be noted that SFRS is at an early stage of developing resourcing and procedures to deliver statistical 
products, and that the policy set out here will be developed further as the analytical function of the service 
becomes embedded.
 

Revisions   

The user need for timely incident statistics contained in Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland  makes it desirable 
to release statistics on a provisional basis before they can be finalised,  making subsequent revisions 
necessary. This is done on an annual basis each time a bulletin is published.  

Our approach to revisions:   

All figures which are expected to be revised will be clearly marked in the bulletin as provisional and we will 
give our best indication of when revisions are expected to be published.  If possible we will also provide an 
indication of the possible scale and nature of likely revisions. 

We will give as much notice as possible of changes to methodology, definitions or any other changes likely to 
lead to revisions, along with an indication of their possible scale and nature. 
As far as possible we will consult users before making changes that affect statistics (for example, to coverage, 
definitions, or methods) or to publications. 

Revisions will be subject to the same arrangements for publication and pre-announcement as other releases.   
We will notify key users by e-mail. 

We will provide a statement explaining the nature and extent of revisions at the same time as they are 
released. 

Where necessary, previous versions of publications and data tables containing unrevised figures will be 
replaced and archived. This may not always be feasible. As a minimum all unrevised figures will be clearly 
marked and contain a link to the revised figures. 

We will ensure that where time series are revised, or changes are made to methods or coverage, we produce 
consistent historical data, wherever possible, and user guidance. If it is not possible to produce consistent 
historical data then advice on potential effects will be given where possible. 
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The table below shows a summary of this revisions policy as applied to the incident statistics.

Data to be revised 

Scotland figures

Local Authority figures

Former FRS Level

When revisions are to be made and where

Revisions to the two previous years figures appear in the current publication

Final revised figures for three years ago (barring exceptional circumstances) appear in 
the current publication and will not be changed again

Final revised figures for two years ago (barring exceptional circumstances) will appear 
in next year’s publication

Revisions to this year’s figures appear in next year’s publication, to be finalised the 
year after that

Revisions to Local Authority level statistics will be published in future publications and 
in the additional datasets on the same basis as above.

Last revisions were made at time of 2012-13 publication.  No further FRS level figures 
will be reported.

Corrections  

In SFRS we will take proportionate action where errors are identified and will work to ensure that we minimise 
the risk of processing errors and assure the quality of source data and processed results. 
 
Where errors do happen in statistical outputs we will correct them and alert stakeholders promptly, though 
the mechanism for correcting mistakes and who to alert depends on the severity of the mistake. 

The tasks and actions to be taken will be incorporated into a quality framework document being produced by 
SFRS that will be published in the coming year.  Until that time we will follow the approach set out below.

Our approach to corrections:  

In determining the actions required by mistakes we will use a risk matrix approach. Matters which are 
considered: 

•	 The	importance	of	the	statistic	e.g.	is	it	a	headline	figure	or	being	used	in	significant	ways?	
•	 The	size	of	the	mistake	-	particularly	relative	to	any	stated	levels	of	accuracy	
•	 The	recipients	of	the	mistake	
•	 The	consequences	of	the	mistake	–	does	it	alter	the	main	message	of	the	statistics	or	any	likely	use?	

We will ensure they we have ascertained the full extent and nature of the error before issuing corrected 
figures. 
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Minor errors will be corrected in the next edition of the publication. The correction will be made clear and 
reasons explained. 

For other errors we will: 

•	 Correct	the	material	on	the	website,	making	clear	that	this	has	been	done.	
•	 Notify	users	of	any	substantial	errors	or	errors	which	could	affect	their	own	work.	
•	 Where	identified	errors	will	take	time	to	correct,	we	will	give	notice	of	an	expected	release	date	and	an	 
 indication of possible scale. 

In the case of major corrections we will also issue a formal Statistical News Release subject to the normal 
procedures for such releases. 

Other than for very minor errors 

•	 SFRS	procedures	will	be	amended	to	ensure	that	such	a	mistake	does	not	recur.	
•	 Where	the	error	is	in	data	provided	by	others,	action	should	be	taken	to	prevent	recurrence.	
•	 We	will	consider	publishing	an	explanation	of	the	above	action,	where	this	would	assist	public	 
 confidence and the future avoidance of error. 

Contact 

Please get in touch with us if you would like any more information about our guidance or policies: 

SFRS Performance Data Services 
E-mail: SFRS.PerformanceDataServices1@firescotland.gov.uk

mailto:SFRS.PerformanceDataServices1%40firescotland.gov.uk?subject=
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