
 

 

 

Presentation Title: Bonfire and Firework Safety  

Level: Secondary School Years  

 

Lesson Aim: By the end of the session students will know how to act safely and 

sensibly around fireworks and bonfires, be aware of the firework code 

and understand why SFRS recommend attending an organised fireworks / 

bonfire display.  

Version no. 1.0 

Review Date: June 2020 

Duration: 40 minutes (1 period) 

Resources: PC/laptop; projector; screen or blank wall if using accompanying 
PowerPoint slides 

Pre- Planning: Discuss the content of the presentation with the class teacher. 
Check the organised events on SFRS website and inform the class of such 
events whilst visiting.  

 

 

Slide 1 Introduce yourself, where you work, what your role is and why you are there?  
 
Learning Objectives 

• How to act safely and sensibly around fireworks and bonfires 
• How to become aware of the fire work code 
• Understand why it is better to attend an organised local display if possible 

 

Slide 2  Discuss the firework code. Follow these simple guidelines to stay safe: 
• Only one person (adult) should be responsible for letting off fireworks – They 

should be lit at arm's length, using a taper 
• Those responsible for the fireworks should not be under the influence of alcohol 
• Make sure everyone stands well back 
• Never go back to a firework that has been lit - even if it hasn't gone off it could still 

explode. 
• Fireworks must never be thrown 
• Fireworks must never be kept in a pocket 
• Ensure all animals are in a safe place. 
• Bring outdoor pets indoors where possible or put their cage in a garage or shed. 
• Exercise pets during daylight hours. 
• Have background noise e.g. radio or the T.V. 
• Shut curtains & give your pet access to a safe place to hide 

 
ASK 
Why do fireworks come in different shapes and sizes and are attractive to look at? 



ANSWER:  
This is a marketing technique as it makes them look exciting and fun. It is one of the ways 
that the firework manufacturers can sell these fireworks to the parents or guardians of the 
pupils and the public 
 
ASK 
Why should Fireworks not be kept in your pocket? 
 
ANSWER 
The friction could cause the firework to go off, causing serious injury and permanent 
damage. 
 

Slide 3 ASK 
If your parent/guardian is having a bonfire what should they consider? 
 
ANSWER 

• One person should be responsible for the bonfire 
• Children should be supervised always 
• Keep a safe distance away from lit bonfires 
• Never throw fireworks or aerosols into bonfires 
• Keep a bucket of water handy in case of an accident 
• Avoid loose clothing and tie back long hair 
• At the end of the night, ensure that the fire is properly extinguished rather than 

leaving it to burn out. 
 
ASK 
What is a safe Bonfire? 
 
ANSWER 
 The following criteria in considering if the bonfire is safe:  
• It is positioned more than 18m from buildings  
• It is less than 2.5 m in height  
• It is positioned away from overhead cables  
• There are no ‘secondary hazards’ within it (particularly gas cylinders/aerosols)  
• The bonfire is being supervised by a responsible adult 
 
 
Reinforce that SFRS recommend everyone to attend an organised event. You can find 
your nearest one on the SFRS website.   
 
 

Slide 4  Discuss that SFRS are mobilised to hoax calls. This is a strain on resources.  
 
You may also want to discuss some of the topics below or ask the class if they are 
True/False 
 
It is an offence: 

• To set off fireworks between 11pm and 7am (or after midnight on bonfire night). 
• To modify, tamper with or misuse fireworks. 
• To throw or set off fireworks in any highway, street, thoroughfare or public place. 
• To sell fireworks to anyone under 18. 



• For anyone under 18 to possess fireworks in a public place. 
• For anyone other than a firework professional to possess display category 

fireworks. 
• To cause unnecessary suffering to any domestic or captive animals. 

 
Explain the following: 
Hoax calls cost are approximately £2000 every time an appliance is mobilised whether this 
is to a real incident or a malicious one, it also reduces available resources from that 
area. Discuss the cost, not only in terms of monetary value but the potential cost in life 
due to resources being deployed maliciously when there could be an incident with a 
savable life. 
 

Slide 5  The video shows an example of what can happen if you throw aerosols into a bonfire. 

Slide 6 Ask  

How hot can sparklers get? 

 

Answer 

Sparklers can burn up to temperatures of 1500 degrees (5 times hotter than a BBQ) with 

fireworks reaching temperatures even hotter. These can cause a wide range of injuries 

including superficial and life altering injuries.  

 

ASK  

How old would you be before the burns go away? 

 

Answer 

Most burns will never fully go away  

 

ASK 

What should you wear when you're holding a sparkler? 

 

Answer 

Gloves  

 

Slide 7 Discuss how unofficial bonfires place a huge strain on fire and rescue resources and that 
they should help the fire service on bonfire night by attending an official display. 
 
Finish off the presentation with a recap of the key messages and give the class the 
opportunity to ask any questions.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


